| 154 Sunset Lane 


Corner Worthington Ridge and Sunset Lane 


1900/1905 


Charles Jarvis (1865-1921) ,graduate Yale Sheffield School, president of 
Corrugated Metal which became Berlin Iron Bridge. 
& Mary Bean (1856-1942). 


Tudor revival 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 
Located at the corner of Worthington Ridge and Sunset Lane. 
Built 1905-7 by Charles Jarvis, head of the Berlin Iron Bridge 
Company and a founder of the Berlin Construction Company. 
Walking Tour of Worthington Ridge — Berlin Historical Society 


Charles M. Jarvi 
S is H 2 
head of the Berlin Ir Ouse — 154 Sunset Lane (c. 1905 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 163 


1905 Charles Jarvis current owner: 


Historically, the house is significant as the residence of Charles 
M. Jarvis. Jarvis, an engineer- trained at Yale's Sheffield Sci- 
entific School, joined the Corrugated Metal Company in 1878, and 


Company. Berlin Iron Bridge, with its roots in the "tin roof" ied) 
business of the 19th century, became a large corporation, erecting 

bridges and steel-frame buildings all over the world. In 1886, on 

the death of S.C. Wilcox, Jarvis became head of the company. When 

several companies, including Berlin Iron Bridge, were combined in 

1901 to form the American Bridge Company, Jarvis became head of the 

new company's operating department. He built this house a few years 

later. The Jarvis House is only the most conspicuous evidence of the 
bridge company's decades of prosperity. Although the major buildings 

of the company itself are gone, a number of large houses built by 

bridge company executives still exist on Worthington Ridge, and 

much of the Victorian housing in East Berlin was_ built to house 

company employees, who numbered about 500 in 1900 Jarvis later became 
president of American Hardware, headquartered in New Britain. In ‘ 

1919, he accepted a position in New York City and sold his Berlin 
property. 


Sketch 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1900 current owner: William Traverse and Lucy Carriero 


Genealogy 

Charles Jarvis (1865-1921) son of Henry Jarvis & Rachel Peters. He graduated 
from Yale Sheffield School in 1877. In 1878 he was president of Corrugated 
Metal which became Berlin Iron Bridge. In 1886 he was President. In 1919 he 
moved to New York. In 1880 he married Mary Bean (1856-1942). They had a 
child: Grace. They are buried in Maple Cemetery. 

He was a ‘gentleman’ farmer with land from Worthington Ridge to Spruce Brook. 
Jarvis Lane ran through his property. He was the first to grow alfalfa in 
Connecticut. There were formal garden, a tower, a carriage house barn, and a bowling alley. The tower burned down 
on Dec. 11, 1971 from arson. The house has been owned by the Judd family, the Jones family, and presently the 
Traverse family. 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT s lu™ rua peel ' ef w% 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION mu a i : i 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 jauao:| 
(203) 566-3005 
on DISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY 
J ee, Se | Ds Cone | Di actuot — L) Potentiot 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 
Charles M. Jarvis House 
3 |_ Berlin Hartford 
- R NO NUMBER (and/or location) 
< 
: 154 Sunset Lane 16-3/113/3 
Sor eeneneh Charles Ts. ‘& 
e A 7 : i 
z| Jones, Catherine S. : "Berlin 06037 Cpubiie La] Privote 
eo U (Present (Historic) 
Residence Residence 
é EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBL ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE Y » EXPLAIN 
ACCESSIBILITY 2 
Cx) Yes OD No O Yes K) no 
YLE OF BUILDIN io) 0 fo) RUCTION 
Tudor Revival with Shingle influence es, 1905 
a TATERIAL(S) (Indicate use of location when appropriate) 
h 
DL clepboord [adhesion Siding DO Brick Ooi) 
(x) Wood Shingle O Asphalt Siding O Fieldstone 
DO Boord & Batten k) Stucco k) Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: Type: 
9. RUCTURAL SYSTEM 
(x) Wood frame 0D Post and beom L).bettoon 
oy) Load bearing masonry DO Structural iron or steel 
O Other (Specify) 
0. ROOF (TYP) 
{x} Goble OD Flot O Mansard 0 Monitor DO sowtooth 
Other 4 
z |L) oontee Cisrea Doin, = ouna Siew) Complex massing 
i (Material) 
s Roll 
& fia} Wood Shingle Aspholt OD Tin T Nstaae oO Goble end to the street 
w Other 


(idepialdhinate. (tection (2) rite C) Specity) [L) Ridge porelte! to the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIE APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


2 1/2 76" x 50° 
ONDITION (Stemetural) thateciad 
0 Excellent {x Good QO Foir O Deteriorated [3 ee ral Good D Foir O Deteriorated 
13, INTEGRITY i]. ationl TAlterations) TF YES, EXPLAIN 2 
oo LD) moved a Yes LX] No 


D OUTBUILDIN OR LANO P URES 


DO Shed O Gorage a Other landscape features or buildings / Specify) 


L 


D) Born 
ee = sn caren 


TS. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 
0 Open lend Ie ix) Residentiol iB: Scattered buildings visible from site 


Indus- 
i Commercial Air OD Rurol OD High building density 
6 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING aN SURROUNDINGS 


On very large lot; one of a few 20th-century homes in the 
Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 


17, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Charles Jarvis house 15 an extremely large dwelling with a complex 
plan. On the right of the facade is two-and-one-half story gable 
projection with a half-timbered peak. The peak projects slightly on 
short brackets, and features a plane face rafter on exposed purlins. 
To the left is an entry protected by an elaborate shelter. This 
shelter is supported by cobble piers and timber trusswork, and has 

a face rafter with carved floral designs, exposed purlins, and large 
jigsawn brackets. Above the shelter is a framed-in bay. The first 
floor of the gable projection is cobblestone, the remaining wall areas 
are covered in wood shingles. There is a single eyebrow dormer on 
the roof. To the right is a modern solarium and a long, sloping 
roofline with several dormers. To the left is a port cochere with 
cobblestone piers and another gable projection similar (continued) 


ain 


19 HISTORICAL OR RCHI URAL IMPO 


DESCRIPTION , _ontinued) 


Architecturally, the Charles M. Jarvis House is significant as a land- 
mark example of the Eclectic Revival. It combines elements of the 
Tudor style (half-timbering, face rafters, diamond-pane sash), the 


rat Shingle style (heavy use of wood shingles, long, sloping rooflines, 
z eyebrow dormers) and the Craftsman movement (the creation of a 
Vv picturesque appearance through the use of varied materials--cobble- 
= stones in particular are a common material in Craftsman-influenced 
rc) buildings). All of these styles flourished during the early years 
i of the 20th century. The Jarvis House is an unusually skillful 
blend of these diverse elements. 
Historically, the house is significant as the residence of Charles 
M. Jarvis. Jarvis, an engineer- trained at Yale's Sheffield Sci- 
entific School, joined the Corrugated Metal Company in 1878, and 
brought the company into prominence as the Berlin Iron Bridge (continued) 
Beers, 1901 
” Burpee 1928, p. 1172 
U Roth, p. 68-70. 
5 
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POTENTIAL 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 


Item number: /63 _ Date: 12/84 


Charles M. Jarvis House 


17. (continued) : 


similar to that on the front elevation. The rear of the house has 
a cobblestone foundation, stucco walls, and a long sloping roofline 
with eyebrow and gabled dormers. On all elevations, windows are 
generally fitted with diamond=-pane sash. 


19. (continued): 


Company. Berlin Iron Bridge, with its roots in the "tin roof" 
business of the 19th century, became a large corporation, erecting 
bridges and steel-frame buildings all over the world. In 1886, on 
the death of S.C. Wilcox, Jarvis became head of the company. When 
several companies, including Berlin Iron Bridge, were combined in 

1901 to form the American Bridge Company, Jarvis became head of the 
new company's operating department. He built this house a few years 
later. The Jarvis House is only the most conspicuous evidence of the 
bridge company's decades of prosperity. Although the major buildings 
of the company itself are gone, a number of large houses built by 
bridge company executives still exist on Worthington Ridge, and 

much of the Victorian housing in East Berlin was_ built to house 
company employees, who numbered about 500 in 1900 Jarvis later became 
president of American Hardware, headquartered in New Britain. In 
1919, he accepted a position in New York City and sold his Berlin 
property. 
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Town of Berlin, CT 


Property Listing Report 


Valuation Summary 


ie 
Buildings 
mes fed 
Improvements | s7esoo 
= 


Outbuilding and Extra Features 


(Assessed value = 70% of Appraised Value) 


Seon ee 9 
ee 
[ sseee—_*| Pech ceed Fed 
Attic, Expansion, Finished 


Map Block Lot 16-3-113-3-3 


Sub Areas 


Patio, Stone 


Porch, Open, Finished 


1031670 


Living Area (sq ft) 
1068 0 


4061 4061 


1500 


5 
o 


672 0 


coe pe 

Shed Wd Res Basement 4037 0 

Shed Wd Res 288 S.F. Attic, Finished 256 51 
Sales History 
Owner of Record Book/ Page Sale Date Sale Price 
TRAVERSE WILLIAM H & CARRIERO LUCY 344/ 853 6/3/1993 0 

2/1/1990 400000 
Sketch 


Street Index 


All Public 


Lot Setting/Desc 


Additional Info 


Primary Construction Details 


Stories 


Building Style 


Residential 


Building Condition 


Tnterior Floors 1 


Interior Floors 2 


Whirlpool Tub 


Total Rooms 


8 Bedrooms 


Full Bathrooms 


Half Bathrooms 


Extra Fixtures 


Average 


Kitchen Style 


Above Avg 


Roof Cover Asph/F Gis/Cmp 


Exterior Walls 


Wd Shingle 


Exterior Walls 2 Stucco Wood 


Interior Walls 


interior Walls 2 


Heating Type Hot Water 


Oil/Gas 


Heating Fuel 


Fin Basement Area 


Fin BSMT Quality 


Fin BSMT Area 2 


